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ADDRESS, &c. 


FETLLOW CirTlZENS, 


It was my intention ta have ſaid nothing of my- 
ſelf which, could relate to the public, till I ſhould 
have been regularly brought before it by my Pro- 
ſecutors : but the day fixed, as I conceived, for 
my appearance in the Court of King's Bench 
being paſled over, and the malevolence of certain 
venal Newſpaper Conduttors, with a view to flat- 
ter their Employers, having imputed my return 
home to caules * to the truth, I am neceſ- 
ſarily forced to ſay ſomething on the ſubjett; as 
it is eaſy to learn, that all thoſe who are in any 
degree {licicous to be informed, are filled with 
ſurmiſes, falſe rumours, and groundleſs gonjec- 
tures.— I truſt my Countrymen, you will not im- 
pute my Letter to motives of vanity, or a defire 
to be diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of my Fellow 
Sufferers. No, Citizens, whatever portion of 
vanity might heretofore have been my lot, I am 
now completely diveſted of its influence, 
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Humbly, but zealouſly to exert one's abili- 
ties, whatever they may be, in the cauſe of truth 
and of one's Country, is a ſituation to be envied ; 
but importunately to ruſh into publio notice to 
become conſpicuous, is a poſition as much to be 
dreaded; and nothing but the moſt guarded con- 
duct, the moſt complete command of the paſſions, 
can ſecure even to an honeſt man that laſting po- 
pular eſteem which is the ſtimulus and the looked 
for recompence of every ſincere Patriot. 

The duty from Society to the individual, and 
from the individual to Society, is reciprocal ; 
therefore, ere I urge the claim I am about to make 
on Soclety, it behoves me to prove, or at leaſt to 
ſhew my readineſs to enter into the proof, that I 
have not forfeited my right to its protection. 

It will be made manifeſt that I am oppreſſed, 


and I feel my own power inadequate.to remove 


that oppreſſion. 

It is one of the wiſe maxims which the new 
order of things in a neighbouring country, has 
eſtabliſhed, and it cannot be too often repeated, 


that « when one of the members of the Commu. 


nity labours under oppreſſion the whole Commu- 
nity ſuffers. Under this axiom, which is equally a 


leading truth in all States, I am encouraged to ap- 


peal to my Country. 

The laws of a free State are intended to expreſs 
the public will, Should they become, either by 
their own nature, or through an improper ad- 
miniſtration, more ſevere than the public wel- 
fare requires, they are to be reviſed, and by 
public conſent attenuated to the public good ; 
when, however, their wholeſome operation is viti- 
ated for partial purpoſes, or their uſual courſe 

perverted 


comme, 
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(33 
perverted by arbitrary Magiſtrates, then is it ne- 
ceſſary that the jealouſy of each Citizen ſhould be 
awakened to repreſs the dangerous encroachment, 
ſince no one member of Society can be ſaid to be 


ſecure from the undue exerciſe of ſo dangerous 


a power, 

Attornies General, or other Law Officers, are 
but mandatories or proxies for the public in the 
adminiſtration of the law ; they ought not to give 
it more force than the public will has allowed, nor 
ought they to give it an accelerated movement to 
gratify the reſentment, or indulge the vengeance 
of any perſons, however diſtinguiſhed in rank, or 
elevated by office; the application of the law, by 
any public officer. to the detriment of an indivi- 
dual, except for the public good, is a wanton ex- 
erciſe of power and an abuſe of public truſt. Let 
us then ſee, whether ſuch an unwarrantable ſtretch 
of authority has not been exerciſed in my caſe; ifit 
has, you will, as I do, conſider it the cauſe of the 
public, and I ſhall expett to be reſtored by my 
Fellow Citizens to my loſt rank as a freeman; if 
otherwiſe, I ſhall be contented to have gained 
experience from my too eager zeal, which has 
drawn upon me ſo much calamity, and finally de- 
rive the neceſſary conſolation from the purity 
of my intention, and the total exemption from 
the ſmalleſt portion of conſcious guilt. 

There have been Stateſmen, or rather ſuch as 
would be thought Stateſmen, who have conceived 
they ſhould give importance to an affair by the 
important manner of their treating it, like certain 
young phyſicians, who pull out a ſtop watch to 
count the pulſe of the patient in a Diairhœa or 
other trifling diſorder, thereby hoping to increaſe 
| the 
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the fame of the doctor, by magnifying the danger 
of the diſeaſe. 

I will not unneceſſarily, take up the time of the 
reader, or the ſpace in the paper, to ſay more of 
the commencement of theſe legal perſecutions, 
than to obſerve, that before I had finiſhed the 
year's impriſonment in the King's Bench, and paid 
the fine of three hundred pounds, I was ſerved 
with a freſh proceſs from the Attorney General's 
Office, for inſerting a paragraph in the Azxovus, 
in which it was ſaid, “that the Houſe of Com- 
mons was not compoſed of the bona fide Repre- 
ſentatives of the People.“ 

When the Attorney General made out his ex 
icio information againſt me, he was not ſparing 
of conjetture in order to fill up the innuendoes of 
his caſe; it may therefore be allowed me, in my 
turn, to form an opinion of the cauſe of his un- 
common earneſtneſs in his proſecutions against 
me. My paper had certainly descanted with 
freedom on the conduQa of Miniſters, from the 
time of the Spamiſh Armament, to the eve of the 
prefent war. I had directed my animadverſions 
to two main points, concerning which I never 
changed my opinion: they were, firſt the neceſſity 
of yielding to the demands of a very great ma- 
Jority of the people for a reform in the Repreſen- 
tation, and the correcting acknowledged abuſes in 
the Government, And the ſecond, by the no leſs 
urgent neceſſity of a ſpeedy change of meaſures 
with reſpett to the threatened interference of the 
Government in the internal affairs of France. 

I do not arrogate to myſelf any excluſive cre- 
dit for predicting all the evils which have accrued 
to us from time to time, by ſo unhappy, ſo un- 


juſtifiable 
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juſtifiable a war; for I am perſuaded every diſin- 
tereſted man who would have taken time to reflect 
on the probable iſſue of ſuch a condutt as our rul- 
ers have adopted, muſt have foreſeen them as well 
as myſelf, It was plain, therefore, that my paper 
was inimical to the views of Miniſters; while it 
advocated the rights of the people, it claimed a 
reform in the abuſes of Government, ſo that it 
became no difficult matter in the Attorney Gene- 
ral, as ſoon as it was the wiſh of Miniſters, to ſe- 
left paragraphs here and there, which might by 
znuendoes be conſtrued as libels on Government, 
or as having a ſeditious tendency. 

What my fellow Citizens, is a libel on Go- 
vernment? Why telling the truth of it, and there- 
by expoling its defects to every man's underſtand. 
ing. What is ſedition? Why, exciting diſlike to 
the Government as it exiſts at preſent ; and can 
you detail the abuſes which are ſo palpable in it 
without exciting ſuch diſlike ? and will you be in- 
duced to reform its abuſes without firſt feeling a 
diſlike thereto? For ſurely no man, the rankeſt 
flatterer of thoſe who profit by the abuſes ſpoken 
of, will be hardy enough to ſay ſuch Government 
can exiſt a long time, without the deſired reform 
be complied with. | 

It is evident then, that to complain of the Go. 
vernment is to be ſeditious, and that writers ſo 
complaining will be brought to puniſhment by the 
Attorney-General, as long as a Jury ſhall ſay, 
« The Government is good enough, and no man 
ſhall with impunity complain of it.“ 

I am, thereſore, a ſeditious perſon, as long as 
you, my fellow Citizens, ſhall think proper to 


allow me to be ſo called; for out of you the 


Jury 


we =o — —— 


„„ 
Jury muſt be taken to pronounce an opinion on 
me, as well as on all men ſo accuſed. Or the Mi- 
niſter may ſay, I libel him by declaring that he has 
not talents or capacity to ſave my wretched coun- 
try from its ſuſpended fate; be it ſo; this I muſt 
ſubmit to alſo as long as a Special Fury, not taken 
from among you indiſcriminately, but provided 
by the Solicitor of the Crown Office, ſhall think 
it proper to have it ſo. JS 
To return to the moment when the vengeance 
of my adverſaries was to cruſh me and the Ar- 
cus together. —I was appriſed that numerous in- 
formations were filing by the Attorney-General, 
and even indictments perferring againſt me, ſo that 
no bail but to a large amount would be taken; I 
have already obſerved, that it was eaſy to call my 
writing libellous or ſeditious, and conſequently fifty 
ex officio informations might have been ſerved 
upon me, if Miniſters and the Attorney-General 
had been diſpoſed thereto; a proceeding ſufficient 
to reduce even the richeſt Army Contrattor to 
utter ruin; and moſt aſſuredly if my papers had 
been ſcrupulouſly looked over, ſo many para- 
graphs might have been found by the perſpicacity 
of a legal inquiſitor which had animadverted on 
the defects of government. I was then adviſed to 
withdraw, at leaft till I ſhould be aſſured of the 
requiſite bail, ſo as to ſecure me on thoſe indict- 
ments, or other proceedings, from being ſent im- 
mediately to priſon, It was now, my Fellow 
Citizens, that the | meaſure was adopted which 
chiefly occaſions my thus addreſſing myſelf to 
you publicly. 
The Secretary of State direQs the Trea- 
ſury Solicitor to iſſue a Proclamation, or 
Advertiſement 
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Advertiſement, in the Gazette, offering a re- 
ward of a Hundred Pounds for apprehending me, 
as though I had been guilty of ſome enormous 
crime ; thus the public's money. is employed to 
hunt down a Citizen, whoſe greateſt boaſt is the 
devoting his time and his means to the public in- 
tereſt, and thus by this Miniſterial Anathema, 
every man's hand was as it were raiſed againſt me, 
and I was proſcribed that community of which I 
was a member, without a trial, or hearing, or 
even a ſpecification of crime, 

It is unneceſſary to enlarge upon the effect of 
ſuch multiplied perſecution; the proclamation of 
the Secretary of State, the Information of the At- 
torney General, the extent of the Stamp Office, 
and in ſhort the ſeizure of every part of my pro- 
perty, were amply ſufficient to drive me from my 
concerns, my family, and my country, and a 
Newſpaper, Printing Office, &c. eſtabliſhed at 
the expence of upwards of Four Thouſand 
Pounds, were thrown into utter ruin. 

I come now to that part of my conduct which 
has been the ſubject of an il]-natured remark by 
a Newſpaper Conduttor, in the praiſe if not in the 
pay of Miniſters. He told his readers, with a 
malignant joy, which only ſuch men can feel, that 
on my return from France, I had been taken up 
in conſequence of the Gazette Proclamation, and 
my ſeditious writings ; and that I had reſolved to 
be the Inhabitant of a cell in Newgate, rather 
than ſtay longer in a country deteſtable for its 
Government and its morals. 

This is alibel on a nation and an outrage on truth 
at the ſame time; for the Government of that coun- 
try, when I left it, was aſſuming the moſt __ 
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l! form and order. I had ſuffered many hardſhips, 'tis 
I true, and had incurred many dangers during the 
4 reat political tempeſt in France. I had been 
0 up in houſes of arreſtation for 14 months, as 
were the natives of every country at, war With the 
republic, but all this excited no diſguſt or re- 
proach in me ; every perſon, natives and ſtrangers, 
ſuffered unavoidably, as well from the common 
calamities of War and civil commotion, as from 
the ephemeral tyranny of men who are now no 
more; but it is wicked and unjuſt to ſay, that the 
morals of the people drove me away, and made 
me prefer the proſecution of my enemies here, to 
a reſidence there; it is but doing common Juſtice 
| to the French people, to remark, that they one 
Il and all lament that our countrymen have had to 
li ſuſtain ſo long an impriſonment, and they do 
It every thing in their power to make them forget 
| their paſt ſufferings. They are conciliating and 
Il kind, and it is no over-ſtrained metaphor, to add 
that if the flame, the terrible flame which has rag- 
ed with ſo much violence, has conſumed much, , 
it has not failed to purify that which it has left be- 
hind. 
It was impoſſible for me to come home before 
I was ſet at liberty. My great anxiety on ac- 
count of the few friends I had in England, the to- 
tal inaftivity of my life out of it, and above all, 
the hope that my countrymen were now become 
qualified to judge between their real and their 
pretended Patriots, were motives enough for me to 
| hazard my liberty in regaining my ſatisfaction of 
lf mind; and I believe T may ſay of myſelf, what 
B may not be ſaid of my enemies, ſhould they ever 
14 be in my ſituation, that impriſonment does not dil- 
| | turb 
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turb my conſcience, or change my way of think. 
ing. 


My mind on its own centre ſtands unmov'd, 
„ And ſtable as the fabric of the world.“ 


When the principles of men are pure neither 
priſons nor poverty have any effett on them. 

But, fellow Citizens, it is time I brought my 
letter to a concluſion: my appeal to you is found- 
ed on my right as an integral part of the Com- 
munity, for the protection or puniſhment of each 
of which Members, the laws by common conſent 
are enacted. You are ſenſible that the proceedings 
againſt me have been extraordinary and ſevere, 
not to be juſtified upon the mere ground or accu- 
ſation of ſeditious or libellous writings. I call 
therefore upon you, to urge my proſecutors to 
defend their condutt, by producing their charge 
and ſubſtantiating their proof. I ought either to 
be condemned or ſet at liberty: I am ready for 
the one or the other. | 

I was firſt told I ſhould be examined before 
the Privy Council; and I was aſked if I would an- 
ſwer any queſtions when there? I replied, that 
I would as many as could be propoſed to me, pro- 
vided ſome public perſon like Mr. Gux NEN 
(though I never ſaw him) were allowed to take 
down notes of the interrogatories, and my an- 
ſwers, ſo as that they might not be mutilated or 
miſrepreſented to the Public. 

I have heard no mention ſince of the Privy 
Council, but I am now informed that the Court 
of King's Bench muſt be moved by me to reverſe 
the Outlawry, which the Proſecution has been 
carried to in my abſence, before any other Rep 
can be taken, Nothing but money can move the 
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King's Bench, or any other Court of Law. It 
muſt, therefore, of neceſſizy, remain unmoved by 
me, and I may remain here unmoved, for I feel no 
ſhame in ſaying the Law and the Courts have de- 
prived me of the only impulſe which is likely to 
move them in my favour. 

But, Fellow Citizens, I ſhould be aſhamed 
if it were underſtood, that by this frank avowal 
of my incapacity to pay the expence in the pur- 
ſuit of legal juſtice; that I have the moſt diſtant 
thought of throwing myſelf on the bounty of the 
public, or have any views whatever of remuner- 
ation for my loſs in the Common Cauſe. Men at 
all times ought to have their claims and their ne- 
ceſſities well eſtabliſhed, who receive aſſiſtance 
from the public bounty, otherwiſe they are to be 
fuſpected. I want only my liberty, or if I muſt 
ſtill be impriſoned, I will be contented with little 
more than my daily bread ; I have but few wants; 
that man is no patriot who has many; and he who 
ſerves the cauſe of liberty with the hope of pecu- 
niary indemnification, does not ſerve it from 

rinciple; but if a Member of the community 
loles his liberty in ſtruggling for the common cauſe, 
he may be allowed to call upon that community 
to aſſiſt him in its recovery, 

This my Countrymen, is a brief and true ſtate 
of the caſe of one of your Fellow Citizens, 
who has been dragged forcibly out of his Room 


by four Bow-ſtreet Runners, without any War- 


rant whatever, in defiance of the Bill of Rights, 
and of the Conſtitution ; which acknowledges 
a Man's Houſe to be his Caſtle, though it be a 
thatched Cottage, or a Hut incloſed with Reeds— 
wha deſires to receive his Sentence, or his Liber- 
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ty, that he may patiently reſign himſelf to his fate, of 
or be allowedto retire into obſcurity, and breathe "_ 
the freſh air, having ſcarce ſeen a green leaf of a 5 
tree, or trodden on a blade of graſs theſe four Sum- 
mers. 


S. PERRY. 
Felon fide of Newgate, 
APRIL 25; 1795. 
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| A Copy of a LETTER which appeared in the TEILE“ 
GRAPH, January 20th, 1795, and read by Mr. 
JEKYLL, in the Houſe of Commons; in the De- 
bate upon the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus A ; 
1 on Friday, January 23d, 1795. 
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« TO THE EDITOR, 


fy & SIR, 
Hl] | 66 EE boy the misfortune to be applied 
i | to on the part of Miniſtry, by Mr. Mil- 
I liam Metcalfe, of No. 6, Dowgate-hill, to be- 
come one of the numerous Spies by which the 
i preſent virtuous Adminiſtration are ſupported, I 
100 conceive the beſt mode of avoiding their courtly 
1 importunity, without falling a victim to their diſap- 
| pointment, will be by laying the propoſals before 
[| f the Public at once. | | 
Til « The application was made to me on Sunday, 
4th inſt. when Mr. Metcalfe, viſiting my humble 
dwelling, after ſome ridicule, and jokes on public 
virtue, obſerved, that Government already had 
one Spy in the Committee of Correſpondence, 
but they wiſhed to have another, to report the 
proceedings, that they might be aſſured of his 
fidelity or treachery. 
« So anxious was the tempter for the ſucceſs 
of his ſnare, that his vifit was renewed on Tueſ= 
day, when I not being at home, he again came on 
Wedneſday ; not being at home this time either, he 
left 
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left word, that I ſhould call upon him at his houſe, > 
and he would wait my arr:val at any time in the wo 
afternoon ; not chooſing to do this, I received a "IE 
fourth viſit on Thurſday, when he again urged his EN 
propoſals, offering to introduce me to Mr. Ford, I 
at the Duke of Portland's Office, Whitehall; or _— 
to receive any information himſelf, at his own 1 
houſe, under cover; that if I would accept the 5 
offer, I ſhould have fifty guineas prompt payment, be 


and one guinea regularly for each weekly report. 

« Such an offer might have ſtaggered one who 
had not, by his long attendance on the meetings of 
the Correſponding Society, been confirmed in his 
reverence of public virtue, and his contempt of eve- 
ry venal worlhipper of felf-love ;—If he had not 
known the excellent anecdote of Andrew Mar- 
vell who, when offered a thouſand pounds on the 
part of the King, by Lord Danby, to induce him 
to betray his country, with ſcorn rejected the of- 
fer, though obliged immediately after the depar- 
ture of the Lord Treaſurer, to borrow a guinea 
of a friend ;—If he had not already ſacrificed the 
means of ſubſiſtence for the ſake of acting as Rea- 
fon and Conſcience diretted him; — If he had not 


In July laſt the author of the above letter was diſ- 
miſſed from a ſituation he had long held under the Eaſt- 
India Company, on account of his political principles, It 
is not, however, meant by this note to reflect on the cha- 
racter of the Gentlemen in the direction of its vaſt com- 
mercial concerns, who were induced to deprive him of 
his livelihood; ſince the writer is well aware that it was 
the conſequence of the malicious zeal, and wicked miſre- 
preſentation of thoſe, in whom, at that time, a confidence 


was placed, which has ſince been found to have been abuſed. 
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recollected, from what appeared on the late trials, 
that one of the ſuppoſed duties of ſuch men was 


to ſwear juſt what their employers required of 


them; More efþectally, if he had not recollected 
the warning fate of Watt, of Edinburgh, a fate 
furely which ought ever to be before the eyes of 
all - o are concerned in the ſyſtem of e/p:onage. 
« But ſuch an offer had no other effett on me, 
than to ſink ſtill lower in my eſtimation, thoſe, who 
ſupport a falling cauſe by means ſo foul and 
treacherous. Poor as I may be, I would ſoon- 
er be what I am than that man who, wallowin 
with his whole family in enormous wealth, extort- 


ed by extravagant a alaries and unmerited penſions, 
e 


hourly provokes the curſes of that people, who 
ſuffer from the wanton prodigality with which he 
diſpoſes, not only of their riches, but their blood, 
in the Fw proſecution of -a war, which has al- 
ready been properly indeed termed, a War of Ex- 


termination 


« J. Buxks, Bookſeller, 
No. 52, Criſpin-Street. — 
Secretary to the London Corre 1 Society. 


Ian. 14th. 1795. 

« P. S. The above Mr. Metcalf is the perſon who 
ſed every endeavour, previous to the late trials, to 
procure himſelf to be entruſted with the defence of 
the State Priſoners.” 7 
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